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Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N W
Washington, DC 20004

Re  Proposed Advisory Opinion 1992-44

Commissioner Aikens

This letter responds to proposed Advisory Opimon 1992-44 regarding the national
committee status of the National Commuttee of the U S Taxpayers Party The proposed
Advisory Opmion 1s based on information that 1s either erroneous or outdated In particular

1 (Page >, Lines 24-25) The Commuttee has published several press releases that
have been distributed to press entities These are a form of advertising (Exhibit 1)

2 (Page 6, Lines 10-11) The National Commuttee has had a bank account from
which disbursements have been made, since December 1992 (Exhibit 2)

3 (Page 7, Lines 6-17) One of the candidates of the U S Taxpayers Party failed
to get on the ballot only because of ballot signature misconduct (Exhibit 3)
4 (Page 8, Lines 19-30) The American Independent Party of Califorma 1s 1n fact

affiliated with the U S Taxpayers Party, as certified by the parliamentarian of the California
group (Exhibit 4)
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The General Counsel relies heavily on the assumptions in the above-referenced cites
Because, as shown, such assumptions are erroneous, the Commussion 1s respectfully urged to
reject the recommendations of the General Counsel and grant national commuttee status to the
National Commuttee of the U S Taxpayers Party

Very truly yours,

s 0 Doe

Alan P Dye



EXHBIT 1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For further information, call
Mark Weaver, 703-281-9426

U.S.
TAXPAYERS on April 15, 1993, we have good news for millions of

PARTY overburdened taxpayers who are weary of having the

AXkkkkkkxkkXk%kkX financial rewards of their labor confiscated from them

Egmoma and from their families by a government which has far
g"‘*’l"g""“" exceeded 1ts legitimate authority---and which oppresses
WM SHEARER far more than 1t serves.
Vice Chawrman
JULIE MAKIMAA In 1987--=-just S1iX years ago---annual Federal
[inois
Secretary spending was $1 trillion per year. Now, just six years
JOE SANGER
¥ later, both the George Bush Republicans and the Bill
reasurer
Wiuam C. GoobLoE Clinton Democrats propose $1.5 trillion in annual
Perhamentarn expenditures, and both parties have signed on to some
AMES P. CLYMER
I g'e:nl:ylvam States level of tax increase in an effort to sustain their out-
mu,Eaum
RANDON BRAGDON of-control spending.
wc"'a"'"""'K ’ E"m“"' Ststes >~ ° ‘But, no matter how the Washington Establishment
&'m“d", Southern States strives to raise our taxes, their outlays invariably
mﬂm”‘umml outrun their income.
Co-Chairman, Southern States
RoBerT TisCH The U.S. Taxpayers Party offers the American people
Miclugan
g C"mzﬂ"/\""s“‘“ a simple plan for invigorating the economy, creating more
REDERICK OLTMANN
MMD Chavrman, Central States jobs, strengthening our families, reducing our taxes, and
D‘g}“ﬂ- lmm balancing the Federal budget.
Charrman, Western States .
JACK PHELPS Last year, the Federal income tax generated revenues

Alaska
Co-Chairman, Western States Of less than $500 billion---roughly one-third of what the

STEPHEN C. GRAVES
Arkansas

ALgioN W. KNIGHT, JR. - more =
HOWARD PHILLIPS
Virgirua

- com = - -e - P A mean Voo s & AEA Mawle Avana Fest Vienna Vieowma 72180



Cclinton Administration proposes be spent this year.

Instead of a colossal tax increase, and even more Federal
spending of the kind endorsed by both the Democrats and the
Republicans, the U.S. Taxpayers Party proposes that both taxes and
spending be comprehensively reduced by a like amount---cut spending by
$500 billion and cut taxes by $500 billion.

Rolling back outlays to 1987 levels would not impoverish the
Federal government. After all, $1 trillion 1s not small change. 1In
fact, 1t’s more than ten times what John F. Kennedy proposed spending
when he became President, and i1t’s roughly twice what Jimmy Carter was
spending at the end of his administration.

Under the U.S. Taxpayers Party proposal, every Federal program
would be forced to do what ordinary citizens are now obliged to do=--
get more from less. We agree with Republicans and Democrats alike
that the deficit 1s a serious problem. It is for that reason we think
it is necessary for the Federal government to operate at actual 1987
spending levels instead of at proposed 1993 spending levels.

For those in government, i1mplementation of that plan might seem
to be bad news---but, for the over-burdened taxpayer, it will be
welcomed as good news---because a rollback of taxes by $500 billion
would mean that the Federal income tax could be eliminated entirely
with no increase whatsocever in the annual deficit.

If the income tax yields less than $500 billion annually (the
actual number last year was $476.5 billion)---and 1f spending is cut
by a like amount---we can, even as we eliminate the income tax,
actually reduce the deficit in static terms, not to mention the
dynamic impact on the economy which would result from the transfer of

$500 billion of spending capacity from the non-productive Federal

= more -



bureaucracy to the highly productive American private sector.

Every Federal income tax payer, under our plan, would become a
former Federal tax payer. Instead of having Washington politicians
and bureaucrats spend the money which we have earned, our families
will get to spend it ourselves, as they should.

Whatever taxpayers might lose as beneficiaries of Federal
spending, they will gain through renewed control over their own money.

In 1996, the U.S. Taxpayers Party will strive to be on ballot
lines 1n all 50 states, and to offer the American people a real policy
alternative to the proposals for more spending and higher taxes being
put forward by the present powers that be.

We 1nvite our fellow Americans to register their support for the
U.S. Taxpayers Party’s agenda by contacting us at 1-800-2-VETO-IRS.

4
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Vince lhornton
1243 Fairviev Ave.
Greenville, MS 38701

Howard Phillips
U.S. Taxpayers Party
450 Maple Ave. East

Hagprfty . VPRTERIAC: 22180

e ar Mo 'hietiap g

Thank yAW far the cantributian And tha hAlip At twha U.H.

Taxpayers Party in my attempt to become bailot qualitied tor
the 2nd Congressional District race, here 1n Mississippl.

1 originally became interested 1n running tor this position
in January vhen I knew that Mike kspy was going to resign
after his nomination to the position or Secretary ot
Agriculture. I notified Karl Falster of the Mississ1ppl
Taxpayers Party at the end ot January and we got started by
getting the necessary paperwork from the Mi1ss1881ppl
Secretary of State. According to the iaw here in
Missi1ssi1pp1, potential canaidates for U.S. House of
Representative seats, tor a special election, must gather
1000 signatures of registered voters and have those
signatures “"certified"” by the circuit clerks in the various
counties where those voters reside. [ did not know at the
time that some of those circuit clerks would be very strict
about the accuracy of the i1nformation regarding the
certification of those signatures. For instance, 77
signatures were gathered 1n Yazoo Uity, which 18 1n Yazoo
County, but only 27 of those signatures were certitied. Jlwo
volunteers, who had worked i1n this county, told me that they
had taken 1 page of 20 signatures to the Circuit Clerk to
have them certified while they were gathering signatures 1n
Yazoo City. -Thn&y later picked up this 1 page trom the
Circuit Clerk and wvent back out to a particular area to
gather more signatures. While they were gathering more
Eignatures, a nan came back by the area who had signed that
original {(now certified) page and noticed that his signature
had not been certified. This man became perturbea and told
the volunteers that the Circuit Clerk knew him and had been
knowing him for years and that he had been registered ana
voting i1n that county for 20+ years and that he may get an
attorney to call her (the eircuit clerk)sto Bee what was_the
problem. He then signee another page and instructed the
volunteere to tell the c;:&uxt Clerk wnat he haa sajd., *Ihey
did as he i1nstrycted and they later told me that the C cuit
Clerk became angry ana refuged to certify that signature as
well. Wath ail ot this zntbrnat1on xn utnd, 1 decided to
check i1nto this nyself. == - -

Out of the /7 signatures gathered i1im-that county, 27 had been
certified. So I looked through the remaining 50 and wrote
down all the names and addresses, exactly as they were
written on the original signature ‘sheet, 38 in alill because 1



could not read the other twelve. I drove to Yazoo City to
the visit the Circuit Clerk and review the voter registration
role to see why so0 tew sgignatures had been certified. [
compared my list with the Circuat Cilerk's list of registered
voters and discoverea that some of the addresses did not
match and zome of the names were not signed exactly as they
appeared on the voter role. In at least 1 case, the name and
adaress Were exactly alike. Iln another case, a lady who
signed did not put her miadle i1nitial, however, everything
eilge was exactiy the same. 1 gave a copy of this list to
Karl Falester but we have not pursued this i18sue any turther.

1 discovered that the oniy Republican candidate on the
ballot 1s originally from this town and that many ot the
peoplie i1n this town and county are very familiar wath him and
his family, who are farmers.

The breakdown of the total number ot signatures gathered
and certified and the population 1s as follows:

Signatures
County Cert. - Total %
Hinds 32 13 41%
Leflore 31 26 84%
Madison 168 97 58%
Sunf lover 36 22 bl%
Warren 456 190 4%
Washington 669 524 78%
Yazoo 77 27 35%
1469 899
. POPULATION
Totalr - Black White
514,065 z 324,027 + 190,638
Total > 18 Black > 18 White > 18
345,823 = 200, /60 + 145,063

This Congressional District has been re-zoned several times
at the "request” of the U.S. Justice Department in an attempt
to help insure the election ot a black candidate. This was
finally achieved 1n 198b when Mike Espy was elected to the
position and he hag held 1t gince that tinme.

There were originally 7 or 8 candidates who published
intentiong to run for this Longressional seat as Republican
candidates. However, the Republican Party succeeded 1in
convincing all but 1 to withdraw from the race.



There were originally 10 - 12 candidates who declared their
intentions for the position as Democrats with only / ot these
achieving ballot qualification. A total of 8 candidates wvere
ballot gqualified altogether. One 1s a Republican (white,
male) and 7 are Democrats (2 white males, 1 black temaie, ¢
black males).

The Republican candidate, got 38% of the vote, one of the
black male candidates got 28%, another 20% and all others
fell below these percentages. [here will now be a runott
election between the two candidates with the greatest number
of votes.

The economy in this part of Missi1ssippl 15 greatly
dependent on transter payments to continue 1i1ts operation.
There are many people whose livelihoods are compietely
dependent on wveitare checks, Medicare, Medicaid and Social
Security. There are a tremendous number of farmers, who
compliain about negroes living on weltare, but who would
gladly vote for the devil himself, so long as he promised to
increase thelr farm subsidies, give more money to the ASCS
offices or 1ncrease graln sales to other countries. They are
completely unconcerned about the negative ettects ot “"tree
trade agreements® or doing business with coamunists and other
ira-worid, totalitarian regimes. bBecause of this, they are
concerned about getting candidates elected to office who can
negotiate more transter payments.

The cards and flyers printed by the other candidates for
distribution had no intormation apout any political 1i1ssue.
The flyers which [ usea spelled out a position on several
1SSUeEs and attracted much attention from working-class
Americans, such as tactory workers and other voters who were
not dependent on federal transter payments as a means of
livelihood. I, and the volunteers, adaisseminated these flyers
while gatherihg signhatures and this apparently caused a great
deal of discussyon- 1n the cities of Vicksburg and Greenville.
In fact, 1 discovered that a special "dinner"” was arranged 1in
Greenville, Mississipp1 for our Republican Governor, and my
candidacy was addressed at the meeting.

I am glad to have had this opportunity and I hope that this
will be a step toward building an awareness about the MS
Taxpayers Pkarty and result 1n greater political 1nvolvement
by other patriotg. I thank you tor your help and pray that
GOD will bless you, your family and the U.S. Taxpayers pParty.

Sincerely,

”
g /
_
7 ST

Vince Thornton
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April 14, 1993

Federal Blect.on Commisaion
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Gentlamen:

20463
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OF SoUNeRL
ANDREW A vLIOE

ADMINISYRATON
FRED 4 MANADY, J8
—

MAILING ABDDRESS
"OST OFPFIEE gOX 88470
SAN 01800, CALIPORNIA 0810E-8470
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VIA FACSIMILE

I am the elected parliamentarian and one of the National
Committeemen of the California American Independent Party, and
servad as parliamentarian at the state convention and
organizational meeting of the State Central Committee on

At the organizational meeting of the State Central Committee
a resolution was unanimously adopted affiliating the American
Independent Party of California with the U.S. Taxpayers Party.
The delegation_of the California A.I.P. to the National
Convention of the U.S. Taxpayers Party was seated and

participated in the U.S.T.P. convention.

Independent Party certified to the Secrata
placement on the California ballot the presidential and vice-
presidential candidates of the U.S. Taxpayers Party.

The California American
of State for

The American Independent Party has, since 1992, continuously
maintained its affiliation with the U.S8. Taxpayers Party and has
actively participated in the work of its National Committee.

Enclosed is a report of the A.I.P.’a August 29-30 convention
and organizational meeting, which I preparad and published
shorctly after the meeting, and which accurately reflects the
transactions at the convention and organizational meeting of the
A.I.P. State Centxal Committea.

0041402 .WP
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Federal Blection Commission
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Page 2

Because of the shortnass of time between notice and the
hearing, I am faxing this response. If further informaction is
required, please do not hesitate to contact me.

WKS:gnw
-

0042402 WP
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October, 1992

:
PHILLIPS, KNIGHT WIN PRESIDENTIAL AND
VICE-PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS AT
AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY STATE CONVENTION

Howard Phillips of Virginia, was the winner of the American Indepandent Party’s
nomination for President of the United States at the A.l.P.’s August 29, 1992 state
convention in Sacramento. He is joined on the ticket by Vice-Presidential nomines Brig.
General Alblon Knight, USA (Ret.) of Maryland. A siate of 54 presidentlal slectors, pledged
to Phillips and Knight, has been certified to the Secretary of State, assuring placement of
the Phillips-Knight ticket on the November California ballot.

Nomination of Phillips and Knight was the highlight of the American Independent
Party’s siiver anniversary convention. Founded in 1987, the A.l.P. has been a ballot
qualified party in Callfornis continuously since January, 1968.

Smiles of victory shine on the faces of Brig. Gen. Alblon Knight, USA (Ret.), and Howard
Philllos. followina their respsctive nominations bv California’s American Independent Party
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James C. (Jim) Griffin, pictured at left, ls the newly slected state chalrman of the Amaerican
independant Party for the 1992-84 term. Merton D. Short, 1990-92 chairman, is shown,
st right, presiding aver the A.l.P's August, 1882 convention.

Phillips won the A.l.P. nomination, cvercoming an effort by the supporters of James
(Bo) Grietz. Populist candidats, to influence the convention to nominate Grietz.

Philiips. who was unopposed In California’‘s June presidential preference primary,
defeated Gristz by & convention vote of 40 to 8. Knight was nominated by acclamation.

Gen. Knight was'present at the convention, and addressed the delegates during the
nomination process, as did representatives of the Grietz campaign. Following the
convention, Saturday evening, Phillips, who campaigned In the sast during the day, arrived
in S8acramento to deliver a stirring address at the party’s sllver anniversary banquet. Phillips
described his successful campaign sfforts to qualify for the ballot in various states, and
discussed the nations! platform on which he is seeking the presidenay, Including
commitments to fiscal responasibliity, America‘s traditional moral values, and an America
first foreign policy.

In addition to nominsting Phillips and Knight, the A3.P. convention adopted its 1992
state platform. The platform is in general conformitito previous pistfezms, but include3
new languags endorsing tesm limitations forgiiFelected officlals and- exacutive level
administrative appointess; opposing tax fundet! weifare and educational benefits for, or
voting by, afiens; condgemning trial of police offlcers, accused af crimes subject to
prosscution undei state law, by the Federal Government under so-called civil nights
statutds; opposing a national convention to re-write. or amend the =_l.!#cmltmlom
opposing the televising of trials®by which "solemn judicial procesding turned into
madia cirouses”; sendorsing the traditional family as "the basic unit of a heaithy society”:
and opposing Fedaral interference in state sfection progesses "by such devices as federally
mandated biiingual ballots and voter registration procadures.”
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Amaerican Indspendent Party Presidential nominee Howard Phillips (top row, second from
right) exchanges a strong commitment of support with A.l.P.’s Callfornia cendidates: (top
row from left), Gary Odom, Congreas, 43rd district (Riverside County); Jerome McCready,
U.8. Senate (6 ysar term); Gordon Mors, Congress, 5th district (S8acramento County);
(bottom row from left): Robert Lewls, State Assembly, 60th district (Los Angsies County);
and Paul Mesuwenberg. U.8. Senate (2 year term).

in the arsa of forsign policy, language was added to the A.I.P. piatform oppoaing:
use of U.S. troops as a part of United Nations peacs kesping operations; foreign aid to the
republios which comprised the farmer Soviet Union; the North American Free Trade
Agresment (NAFTA) with Mexico, and the fast track procedurs under which the agreemant
will be considered by Congress. The platform supports amendment of the U.S.
Constitution to preciude automatic citizenship status to children born in the United States
of lllegal immigrant parents, and opposea the placing of women in combat roles in the

miiitary.

On Sunday, August 30, the American iIndependent Party heid its 1992 organizational
maeeting of the lﬁn c.mm dgommlttu at which party officers wm elected for the 1992-
94 term. ) T Fe -~

o~ =z
L]
[ 4

-

# - Elected chalmn was Jlmob (o3 (Ilml Gritfin of. llnnld. Conntv. niho ) defeated John
Rakus of mmmmo County u_l vate of 127 to 42. . RS

: “&
G'ﬁmn a founder of m Am.rlean independent Fmv. was lu;pdmlmo for V.5
Senste in 1980, when hqzmnd to be one of the party’s-most popular vots-gegiiirs, and _
ita nominee for Governor

Jack MaCoy, aiso of iveraide County, was elected state vice-chulrman. Like Griffin,
McCoy proved to be a big vote-getter in his campaigns as A.L.P. nomines for the U.S.
Senate in 1974 and 1976. e -
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Honored at tha 1992 silvar anniversary banquet of the Amarican independent Party was
Winitred Laymon of San Rernardino County, who has served continuously as the party’s
treasurer since 1974. She was presented with a siiver lollypop. engraved with the pearty
namae, and that of the Laymon Candy Company, by Parllamentarian Willlam K. Shearer. At
right, Rep. William Dannemeyer of California, a major spesker at the organizational meeting
of the A.l.P.’s state central committse, is shown addressing the committes.

Joining Griffin and McCoy ss party officers for the 1992-94 term are: Paul
Meesuwenberg of Los Angeles County, secretary; Winifred Laymon of 8an Bernardino
County, treasurer; WIIIhm K. Sheaver of San Diego County, pariiamentarian; Juel R. Short

SINCE 1927 '
Manufacturers of Quality
Candies

[

- }‘.r’ \
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CANDY (OMPARY -

“4 Colton Ave.
COHOG California 92324
Lon L Laymof Area Code 714/825-4408

of Butte County, Marilyn Stevens of
Maders County, and Nancy McCoy of
Riverside County, womens chalrmen;
Stephen M. Delaney of S8acramento County
(also & nominee for State Assembly In
Sacramento County’s 10th district), and
Ashiey Brown of Los Angeles County,
youth chairmen; Rabert Lewis of Los
Angeles County, state organizational
llalson; David F. Hines of Butte County,
Gordon Mors of §acramento Caunty,
Nicholas Kudrovzeff of San Mateo County;
Jerome MaCreddy_of Monterey County,
Theodore J.. Nicholoff of Los Angeles
County, and Natheg Joh of 8an Diego
County, ares-direators; Robbins of
Shasta County, chaplain; Art Jecques of
Qrange County and Louls Robbins of
Shasta County, sergeants-at-arms.
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Discussing the American Independent Pm&'n bright future are (laft) National Committee
member Elleen M. Shearer and 8tate Vige-Chairman Jack MoCoy: and (right) alternate
National Committeae member Nancy Shearer and National Committes member Elien Van
Buskirk, who wags the party’s first vice-chalrman in 1867-88.

Elected to serve on the party’s national committee are: Dr. Bdmon V. Kaiser of
Fresno County; Lon L. Laymon of San Bernardino County; past state chairman Merton D.
Short of Butte County; Nada Hansen and Elleen Shearer of 8an Diego County; and Ellen
Van Buskirk of Los Angeles County. National Committee siternates include: Dolores Kaiser
of Fresno County, Nency Shearer, Whilam K. Shearer, and Caroline Mas Smith of 8an Diego
County, Theodore Nicholoff and John Rakus.

An additional 46 members were elected to serve with the officers on the party’s
state executiva committee.

Other than the chalrmanship, the only contested offices were the three national
committeeman posts, for which there were four candidatss. Elected wers M.D. Short with
159 votes, Lon Laymon with 183 votes, and Dr. Edmdn V. Kaiser with 138 votu. Thox
defeated Joe Fields of Los Angeles County, wha received 32 votes.

The A.L.P. Central ittee votod ﬁlﬂ!ﬂnﬂy ti_mmn clllloml. party with
the national U.8. Taxpays , founded by Presidenti§i néminés Howard Phillips; and - |}
to send a delegation rep ng m Cailtornia party g0 tho Tugwm hnv mmmltlon_ )
in New Orieans; Loulslana, on lopmnh(e 4-!. 1982. ]

In addition to the spesches by Phllllpo end Knight highlights of the oonvomlon and
urganizational meeting Included addresses by U.8. Rep. Willlam Dannemeyer of California,
A.l.P nominees for U.8. Senate Jerome McCready and Paul Mesuwenberg, Congressional
nominee Gordon Mors, and the-A.1.P.’s other California oandldatu:;__




Veto the /Income Tax and the I.R.S.
Elect HOWARD PHILLIPS, PRESIDENT
ALBION KNIGHT, VICE-PRESIDENT

AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY
Eor Fascal Responsibility Farlife [For Americs First

HOWARD PHILLIPS ALBION KNIGHT

Elsct American Independent Party candidates who wil¥
back.up the Phillps-Knight program in Congress/

. -

U.S. SENATE U.8. SENATE REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTATIVE
[8 year term) {2 yesr term] (Gth distriot] (43rd district]
..\ - !
Jerome T Paul Gordon " Gary
McCREADY MEEUWENBERG MORS ODOM

Help restore honest, representative government! Send your contribution to:
AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY c/o Winifred Laymon, State Treasurer
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FOREWORD

I
Joseph Sobran

0 conservatives want to put another Re-
publican—even a Reagan—in the Whte

House?

I ask this question because the Republican pat-
tern has been to consolidate the accumulated gains
of the Democrats, never threaterung, much less sen-
ously attemptng, to repeal them The federal gov-
ernment continued to grow under Reagan, and got
an extra boost from Bush What wall be the point of
replacing Clinton with a Republican who at best
will play goalie, but won’t try to score?

Howard Phillips, running for President on the
US Taxpayers Party ticket, thinks 1t’s tme conserva-
tives got serious about resanding the Great Soceety,
the New Deal, the Federal Reserve System, and the
personal income tax In other words, he has a conser-
vative agenda that 1s more ambitious than bloclkang
the next hiberal iutiative, while comung up with “mar-
ket-based” conservative versions of them (such as en-
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terpnise zones, “private” health care plans, etc) He
wants to restore the US Constitution

Even conservatives are in the habit of thinking
like liberals in some respects As Philhps puts 1t,
they ask for half a loaf as a bargaiung position,
serving notice that they will settle for less Mean-
while, radical groups like organized homosexuals
demand the whole loaf, and despite theirr smail
numbers and the revuision they inspire, wind up
getting most of what they want The failure of the
conservative approach 1s evident everywhere, but
most discouragingly 1n the recent abortion ruling of
the Supreme Court—eight of whose members have
been appointed by Republican presidents (The sole
exception, Byron White, a Kennedy appointee, has
been on the side of the angels )

Without endorsing Bill Chinton, Phullips points
out that when we have a hiberal Republican n the
White House, we get two lhiberal parties in Con-
gress—because even most conservative Republican
congressmen will vote with the President out of
party loyalty And as Michael Kinsley gleefully .o-
serves, Bush s, 1n effect, a iberal The only reason
liberals oppose hum, after vast spending increases, tax
increases, a Clean Arr act, a handicapped nights bill,
and a racal quota bill, 1s that he hasn’t quute given
them everytiung they want They aren’t half-a-loaters

Both the New York Times and the Washington
Post have run recent front-page articles on the al-
leged problem of “gndlock” 1n Washington It
seems that not enough legislation 1s passing, be-
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cause the Whte House and Congress can't cooper-
ate. Taat message We need Clinton.

But note the assumption that we somehow need
more and more laws Passing laws 1s a good thing
in stself The government’s job 1s to keep legislating
incessantly Like the empty slogan of “change,” the
cry of “gndlock” 1s thoughtless—or it’s an attempt
to induce thoughtlessness 1n readers What the two

t hberal daihes are lamenting 1s really checks
and balances Never mund that every law constricts
our freedom a little more, and that enough laws
will leave us with no freedom at all That people
can talk this way even now 1s an awful comment on
the quality of the Republican leadership we have
had for so many years

The whole loaf we should be nghting for 1s a
conservative Congress whose chief business will be
chopping down the pungle of bad laws that oppress
us, laws that range from musconceived to iruquitous
and unconstitutional The real opposite of a legislat-
mg party 1s not a foot-dragging party, but a party ot
repeal

We may as well get started Philips has the
foresight to see what 1s needed, even though 1t
doesn’t exist yet In time others will come to see 1t,
too He has been working hard to build something,
even while nobody was paying attention, while
George Bush looked unbeatable, while Ross Perot
was the national sensation He has not only kept the
faith, he has supplemented hus fortitude with great
political insight I myself am fust beginnung to real-
1ze things he appreciated long ago, and 1 admure
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hum immensely He deserves mullions of votes, and
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that that one 1s wasted. I wall feel that 1t has been
consecrated to something worthy
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better

We are hiving at a ime when the frustra-
tions of the citizenry seem to be at an all-ime hugh
Uncertainty runs rampant No area of life seems ex-
empt from a looming sense of dread The doom-
and-gloom rhetoric ot the professional

T hus 15 a book about change—change for the

soci0-pohitical soothsayers has finally permeated
the masses Thus, second-guessing foreign policy
decisions has become almost second-nature The
collapse of Commurnism and the redrawing of the
map of Europe—once the cause for joyous celebra-
tion—has raised disturbing new questions about
the stability of our world And the loomung specter
of Japanese strength has sent ominous signals
around the globe

Meanwhile here at home, the economy 1s per-
cewved as unstable, at best The federal dehat has
grown to Babyloruan proportions The tax burden
continues to weigh heaviest on the average citizen
The integrity of the famuly 1s sorely threatened
Educational standards lave” utterly collapsed
Cnme and violence seem to be raging out ot con-

1
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trol Scandal and corruption have compromused !
foundational institutions of faith, politics, and ch
ity Raaal tensions have once again erupted In ¢
inner cities. Abortion, environmentalism, radi
femurusm, AIDS, pornography, drug abuse, and |
mosexual activism have fragmented and polan:
our communuhes The basic values of our nation .
now persistently called mnto question Patrioth
has very nearly succumbed to cymmasm And 1n
mudst of this long litany of woe, public distrust
government 1s epidemic—while public distrust
government officials and wanna-be government
haals 1s pandemuc

By all accounts, politics as usual simply will
be sufficient to wrench us out of our cultural n
aise People are ready for change They want
swers They yearn for a voice of reason They
tired of the hype, the hyperbole, and the hypocr
They have lost patience They want to see action
fact, throughout most of the 1992 campaign seas
1t seemed as if the favonte presidential candidats
the majonty of Americans was “none of the abov
Voters seemed to be caught in the nether realm
tween the languor of sheer electoral pragmati
and the lassitude of a lesser-of-evils abnegation.

As a result, this may very well be one of
most bizarre pohtical episodes 1n our nation’s ]
tory The common wisdom has been utterly ¢
founded time after time According to Jc
Sununu, “We may need a whole new vocabular
describe the oddities of the political twasts «
turns of the mineties ” Michael Kinsley agrees s
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«pve practically run out of words to descibe
the strange events of thus political conundrum ”
Gince the entrenchment of the two-party system &
in Amenca, ndependent or third-party candidates é
for federal office traditionally have not done tern-
bly well Theodore Roosevelt ran the last genuinely
viable thurd-party presidential race back m 1912
And despite hus overwhelming coast-to-coast popu-
lanty, he lost—wlule simultaneously destroying the
reelection chances for the Republican incumbent,
Howard Taft. But as the Perot phenomenon has
shown, historical precedent may not be the most
telling factor in the decade to come Thus could very
well be the time of a kind of political Aquanius when
an independent Jupiter aligns with the Mars of voter
discontent
Stranger things have happened
i, Recognizing that fact, a group of concerned aiti-
ik sens, commuruty leaders, public officials, political
f‘ B theonsts, and grassroots activists gathered in New
[P Orleans on September 45, 1992 for an historic
S ieeting: the first national convention of the US
Saxpayers Party (USTP) Thus book 1s a collection ot
jthe speeches that they gave and the platform that
Ihey drafted
K- The contributors .~clude some of the most
jprominent names 1n the modern conservative
vement

¢ Howard Phillips, chosen by the convention to
¥, represent the USTP as its first presidential can-
didate, has a record of overcoming great odds

to achieve results As director of the US Office




THE NEXT FOUR YEARS

of Economuc Opportunuty (OEO), he fought to
end the use of Federal funds as 1deological pa-
tronage for the raaical Left. Marnied, wath six
chuldren, Phullips, age 51, has been the chairman
of The Conservatve Caucus since 1974 A 1962
graduate of Harvard College, where he was
twice elected student counal president, Phillips
was chairman of the Boston Republican Party
trom 1964~1966 He has led national campaigns
to aad anti-communust freedom fighters, to de-
feat anti-defense disarmament treaties with
Moscow, to deploy the Strategic Defense Initia-
tve (SDI), and to dramatically reduce Federal
taxes, spending, and regulation

Brig. General Albion Knight has more than
thirtv years expenence n nuclear weapons pol-
1cy as well as 1n logistics and commurucations.
He has served in key management nuclear
weapons positions in the Army, Department of
Defense, Atomic Energy Commussion, and the
Energy Research and Development Admin-
stration (ERDA) General Krught resigned from
ERDA 1n protest over President Carter's arms
control policies Since then he has wntten and
spoken widely against urulateral disarmamen
appeasement, and trading with the enemy.
has also been an ordained clergyman sincey
1954 He was chosen as the Presidential runw
rung mate of Howard Phullips

Congressman William Dannemeyer has beeng
described as “the conscience of the Republicang
Party in the US House of Representatives,” f¢
tus leaderslup against the mihitant homosexus
and abortion lobbies

George Grant 1s the author of more than a do
en books on pohitics, social 1ssues, and hsto:
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including cntical biographues of H Ross Perot
and Hillary Rodham-Clinton as well as exposés
of Planned Parenthood, the Amencan Civil Lib-
erues Unuon, and the radical environmentahist
movement He has been a leader 1n the pro-life
movement for the last two decades

Otto J. Scott, a freelance writer and Chalcedon
Foundation associate, 1s a biographer and tusto-
nan. He has wntten books on James I, Robe-
spierre, and John Brown A former o1l company

and ad agency executive, he has lived in South B
Amerlcan and travelled widely He once served ¥
as Seruor Editor of Conservate Digest magazine '

Emanual McLittle 1s the pubhisher of Destiny
magazine McLittle attended the Uriversity of
Detroit, was educated as a psychologist, but
turned editor 1n an effort to produced the coun-
try's first widely distnbuted magazine tor black
conservatives R
Edwin Vieira, Jr, author of Pieces of Eight, a
tustory of constitutional money, is a graduate ot
Harvard College and Harvard Law School He
* also earned a Ph D in chemustry from Harvard
Unversity
¢! David B. Funderburk was US Ambassador to
#+ Romana from 1981 to 1985 In 1985 he resigned
-~ in protest against the US. State Department'’s
‘ support of Communist Dictator Nicola
: Ceausescu. Since then he has wntten Pinstripes
€ and Reds and Betrayal of America
mecwd to represent hus south Texas district in
Congrss four imes, Dr. Ron Payl was the 1988
anan Party presidential nominee In addi-
he 1s a practicing physician and a prolific

')
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¢ R. J. Rushdoony is a prolific writer and one of :
Amenca’s most influential theologians today
He 1s president of the Chalcedon Foundation
and the author of more than thirty books on
phulosophy, theology, and world and Amencan
hstory

John J. “Jack” Gargan 1s the founder of
THRGC (Throw the Hypocritical Rascals Out)

who launched the Ant-incumbent movement §

1n 1990

It 1s clear from their speeches assembled here— §
as well as from the platform that follows—that §
these men do not hold utopian aspirations for the &

restoration of the great Amencan expenument in hb- 3

erty They fully recogruze that maintaiung hberty 15

hard It requires something of us Of all of us The ¥

mnstitutional hedges that afford us freedom necessi- &
tate a certain level of upkeep They requure both 4%
dihigence and vigilance

The doctnine of the separation of powers 1 a cher-s
ished constitutional concept whereby each of
separate branches of government mamntains separat
authonties, separate junsdictions, and separate
tions This kind of separation 1s the practical key
stone for another hallowed constitutional concep
the doctrine of checks and balances Theoretically, th
judical, legislative, and executive branches are §
restrain one another from inordinate influence.
Founding Fathers saw the separation of powers
and 1ts corollary checks and balances—as essenti
for the mamntenance of freedom 1n their nascent &
penment in hberty |
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But they were not new or onginal ideas The
otion of separate powers and the imposition of
secks and balances did not suddenly dawn on
vashington, Adams, Madison, Hamilton, Jay, and
{oms. Nor were they unique to those men’s men-
,rs: Rutherford, Cromwell, Witherspoon, Smuth,
nd Locke Instead, the doctrines come straight out
¢ the Amenican cultural tradition of decentralized
ssponsibility

Interestingly though, the 1dea of distinct juns-
uctions and balanced wnstitutions 1s not limuted 1n
hat long and venerable tradition simply and solely
o the area of avil government According to that

perspective, the fanuly, the commuruty, and

ayen the church are divinely established institutions

ght alongside the state Each of them has its own

authonty, its own junsdiction, and its own func-

on. Each of them 15 a separate power And each of

hem is to hold 1n check and weigh 1n balance each
sf the others

-» What that means 1s that separation of powers

* amd.checks and balances are not simply functions of

. sigte-action. Instead, they are to be carmied out 1n

siradistinction to the state by the famuly, the com-

ity, and the church To center all the cultural

* papwer and activity around politics and state 1s

Bing more than statism

iyen those conservatives who spena all therr

SN energy trying to fimut the size and influ-
Jplthe state are uinmately statist because their
oridview 15 centered 1n the political realm

jare statists struggling for a small huruted state,

7.
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whule liberals are strugghng for a large unuversal
state But they are both statist The fact 1s that all
men who break with the Amenican tradition of a
balanced, multi-jurisdictional culture are ultimately
statists, because they have nowhere else to turn to
establish life, iberty, and the purswit of happiness
than the state

The traditional American perspective of socal
transformation s personal It includes politics It in-
cludes vibrant and deasive leadershup It includes
influencing local government, legislators, the execu-
tive branch, the judiciary, and the bureaucracy It
includes grassroots mobilization, revitalized cavic
accountability, and commutted communty caucus-
ing It mncludes all these things But 1t includes a
whole lot more That whole lot more 1s not statist—
centered 1n and around a single sovereign institu-
tion It 1s personal It 1s separated out among, and
balanced between, several decentralized mstitutions
and the people that compose them

Ultmately, that means that there are no easy
answers Not in mere ideology Not in mechanical
quick fixes Not 1n alluring leadershup Not even in'
the establishment of new movements, coalitions, or
parties Instead, the restoration of our republic wall
come when we do the hard work—the wigilant
work—of preserving liberty one person at a time, 4
one farmuly at a time, one commuruty at a ime, and §
one church at a ime

George Washington, 1n one of his final state-
ments to the young nation that he had taken sucha
pivotal role 1n establishung, said




Publisher’s Introduction 9

[ now make 1t my eamnest prayer, that God would
most graaously be pleased to dispose us all, to do
justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with
that chanty, humulity, and paafic temper of mund,
which were the charactenstics of the Divine Author
of our blessed rehgion, for without an humble inuta-
tion and example mn these things, we can never hope

to be a happy nation

He understood only too well that in order to
ecure hife, hiberty, and the purswit of happiness in
1s land, a foundation had to be laid first—a foun-
ation rooted 1n personal commtment and respon-
ibihity

That takes work Hard work

And that 1s what the US Taxpayers Party and
ne contributors to this volume offer the opportu-
1ty to work hard over the next four years to restore
s republic to its once firm foundations 1n every
ealm and 1n every junsdiction of hife and culture







